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Call to Order:  The 126th annual meeting was held following the Sunday worship service. 

Council President Kevin Fuchs called the meeting to order at approximately 12:25 PM. 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Kevin McLemore gave an opening prayer, asking for God’s guidance 

and wisdom through the meeting. 

President’s Remarks: Kevin Fuchs provided his opening remarks and thanks for the 

congregation’s support over the past year. 

Approval of the 2018 Annual Meeting and September 2019 Congregational Meeting 

Minutes:  The minutes of the 2018 annual meeting and the September 2019 (special) 

Congregational meeting were reviewed.  A motion to accept both sets of minutes was made by 

Rob Solem, seconded by Maria Jilly, and approved by a voice vote. 

Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of the 2020 Budget:  Treasurer and Financial Manager 

Cynthia Asghar presented an overview of the church’s finances form the past year, and a forecast 

of the budget for 2020.  Our finances remain on a solid footing, thanks to several factors 

throughout the year.  We saw an overall increase for the first 10 months of this budget year of 

$9,047 over the budgeted amounts. We are still facing the challenges of more “even” tithing, 

because of the situation of a small handful of families providing a large portion of the general 

tithing. 

Cynthia then presented the proposed 2020 budget, which will include small increases to the 

salaries for our Associate Pastor and Music Director.  The 2020 budget will open with a forecast 

deficit of $5,770.  She noted that we had passed the previous budget with an opening deficit and 

we were able to close that deficit throughout the year; ending with a small surplus.   

The presentation concluded with questions from the floor.  After discussion concluded, a motion 

to accept the budget as proposed was made by Kathy Engert, seconded by Jana Winch, and 

passed by voice vote. 

Nomination of New Council Members:  Jenny Zuluaga and Cynthia Asghar are completing 

their second terms on the council.  Cynthia will remain as Financial Manager.  As one of her 

final acts as a council member, Jenny presented the council’s new member nominations of Fritz 

Groth and Sara Domdey.  No other nominations were received from the floor, and a motion to 

accept the nominations and elect Fritz and Sara was made by Rob Solem.  The motion was 

seconded by Dave Cunat and passed by voice vote. 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

Kitchen and Accessibility Project Update:  Bill Warner provided a short update on the 

progress of the project.  We have had four meetings so far with our consulting firm, and there are 

at least two more scheduled.  The Common Pantry is also working with the consulting architects 

to add their wants and concerns.  They wish to be contributing partners as we move forward to 

improve both the kitchen and overall accessibility of the building.  After another set of meetings, 

we should have an initial budget for the project soon. 

Epiphany Diaconate:  Pastors Kevin and Megan presented the vision of starting a small 

Diaconate, consisting of trained Deacons who would assist in multiple facets of church life and 

ministry.  They answered questions about what the role of a Deacon would be regarding our 

congregation, and other related questions.  There were 2 people reported as being interested so 

far.  Pastor Kevin would feel more comfortable with 3 – 4 more people to be available for 

training and eventual ministry.  Pastor Kevin asked the congregation for more of a vote of 

affirmation than a vote of approval, as this would be starting soon.  A show of hands 

demonstrated the congregation’s support for the Diaconate. 

Mission and Ministries Teams:  Rob Solem provided a short update on each team and their 

roles and missions.  It was highlighted that the Worship team is looking for new ideas for 

seasonal worship, and the Outreach team is soliciting ideas to improve and update signage for the 

church. 

Blood Drive in February 2020:  Cynthia announced an upcoming blood drive to support the 

efforts of Lifesource blood services.  The drive will be held at church on February 2, 2020 form 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

 

Milestones and Remembrances:  Dave Cunat reported the following milestones for the year.  

The congregation saw 2 Dedications to God (baptisms), one confirmation, one wedding, and 

three new members joining – David Lewis, Thekie Lein, and Marty White.  

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Golec and seconded by Maria 

Jilly. The meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer by Pastor Megan at approximately 1:50 

PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

James Golec 

Secretary 

Epiphany United Church of Christ Council 


