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2017 PASTOR’S REPORT  
The Rev. Kevin J. McLemore 

 
Dear Epiphany members and friends, 
 
Once again, I thank you for the honor of serving you as your Pastor, and, once again, I find myself thankful for 
who you are as a community, and as individuals.  As I’ve mentioned in the past, my time at Epiphany continues 
to be the richest period of my almost 20 years of ordained ministry.  I thank God for this place, its people, and 
its rich ministry to its members, friends, and the larger Chicago community – as well to the small town of Cefa, 
Romania, where we support an after-school program for Roma children.  For a small community of faith, we do 
many large and surprising things.   
 
In the midst of a larger roiling controversy on the 
nature of immigration and who America should 
welcome, this year we took a small stand by 
sponsoring a Syrian refugee family through Refugee 
One.  We intentionally sought a family from this war-
ravaged region, and one from a Muslim background, 
so that we set ourselves apart from voices that were 
arguing that Muslims from the region shouldn’t be 
welcomed into the United States. An executive order 
from the new administration almost stopped that 
effort, and there was some worry that our family 
would not be able to make it into the country before 
the deadline. On Sunday, February 5 our church 
hosted at An Interfaith Prayer Service and Rally in a 
nearby plaza that was attended by around 100 people and included voices of welcome from different faiths.  A 
few weeks later, Abudulazzih (father), Naljee (mother), Mohammed (17-year old son) and Hamza (9-year old 
son) were welcomed into the country and we provide help for them as they transitioned into the new country. It 
was a galvanizing experience for many of us, and it brought the activist spirit of this church, as we tried to 
embody Christ’s welcome of all.   

 
In addition to this experience, we continued our 
adult spiritual formation activities.  In January, 
Pastor Megan led a group to Tower Hill for our 
Winter Retreat, where she shared some insights 
from the ancient enneagram tool. Studies on the 
different expressions of Christianity as manifested in 
other denominations were studied, and we did a 
Bible study on First Corinthians. I reprised a 
shortened version of my ‘Art and The Gospel” 
sermon series in the spring, and we continued our 

tradition of “asking the pastor” questions we’d like him or her to answer in the pulpit.  In the fall, we celebrated 
the 500th anniversary of Luther’s posting of his 95 theses with a sermon series and a study of Reformation 
principles after worship.  Our 2015-2017 confirmation completed its journey on Sunday, May 7, with Curtis 
Groth, Renata Blustain, Lydia Glenn, Allison Glenn, Lucille Coulter (Ravenswood), Ruby Jolas, Ana Sofia 
Zuluaga, Mason Balderson, Meghan Oeste (Ravenswood), and Aidan Hartman joining our church or 
Ravenswood UCC.  Pastor Jason and I continued our co-teaching responsibilities during those years, though 
in the fall I was flying solo because of the lack of confirmands from Ravenswood this year.   
 
But Epiphany does not simply learn together – it fellowships and, dare I say it, parties together. Once again, 
Summerfest magically materialized, primarily through the leadership of Megan Osberger, and we had our 
traditional Summer Suppers in June and August of this year. Some of us were also in the Pride Parade this 
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year as well. The Men’s Breakfast remained a monthly staple, offering men a chance to fellowship and share 
concerns and prayers.  The Women’s Guild, under 
the leadership of Sue Klosa, remains the absolute 
standard of faithfulness, with its twin gifts of 
fellowship and service. Their Christmas Basket raffles 
was a huge success this year. We closed the major 
fellowship activities with our annual Boo and Brew in 
October.   
 
Joshua Simon, our clergy intern, from 2014-2016, 
was ordained into the Christian ministry in early 
December of this year, and now serves a church in 
Vermont as an Associate Pastor.  I attended the 
service and delivered the “charge” to this new clergy 
in our denomination.  Epiphany has profoundly 
shaped a promising young clergyperson for the church – and for that I am thankful and proud.   
 
In January, we welcomed Philip Seward onto our staff as the Music Director.  I think I echo many of you in 
deeply appreciating his gifts and presence during worship.  He’s been a delight to work with, and I am so 
thankful that he has chosen to make Epiphany his current church home.  Thank you, Philip!  
 
Pastor Megan Dalby-Jones continues to serve Epiphany as a volunteer Associate Pastor, and we are made 
better and more faithful because of the many gifts she shares with us.  Again, I couldn’t be happier serving 
alongside this gifted person, and I know that many of you have appreciated her good gifts in worship and in 
other parts of her ministry.  Thank you, Pastor Megan!  
 
Aubrey Barnett has continued her great work with our children and youth, and she did her best to add to their 
number by giving birth to twins in November!  What an incredible time of happiness for this congregation!  I 
remain thankful for her many gifts, and I love serving beside her.  And a special note – her leadership in the 
Our Whole Livers (OWL), which is our denominational program for youth on sexuality and ethics – was such a 
positive experience for the youth involved and to the congregation itself, as we sided with those who wish to 
bring openness and thoughtfulness to this sometimes taboo topic. Thank you, Aubrey!  
 
Working beside office manager Dianne Witkowski also continues to be a delight.  Many of us don’t quite realize 
what Dianne does to keep this ship of fools we call the church afloat, but I certainly do, and I am thankful for 
her good work in service to this church.  This is not just a job for her, but a calling, and we are all a recipient of 
that passion.  Linda Burnett continues to clean our church on a weekly basis, and I’m thankful for diligence and 
desire to make sure the building is ready to receive its steady stream of pilgrims.  Thank you, Dianne, and 
Linda!   
 
There are two particular church volunteers who we see almost continually in the office or around the church 
building that I want to express my gratitude and the gratitude of the congregation: Gerry Ullrich and Cynthia 
Asghar.  Gerry is the unofficial and volunteer sexton around the church, fixing and improving various parts of 
our church building.  His help and faithfulness has saved the congregation thousands of dollars over the years. 
Thank you, Gerry!  Cynthia is our volunteer Finance Manager, a position that we once hired a very part-time 
person to handle.  Managing our finances, making sure the bills are paid, monitoring the inflows and outflows 
of money – these are such important tasks and Cynthia does them so well.  She devotes hours of volunteer 
time to this good work, and we all benefit from her good work – but those of us who are staff have a special 
appreciation for her hard work in this area.  Thank you, Cynthia!   
 
In late 2016, the Church Council and I began discussing the possibility of applying for a grant that would cover 
the costs of my upcoming sabbatical in 2018.  With their support and your input and support, we applied for 
this grant through the Lilly Foundation. In August, we received that the church had been approved as a 
recipient of a roughly $47,000 grant!  I have to admit that my hands were shaking when I opened up that 
particular envelope.  After almost 20 years, I am ready for a time of relaxation, growth and renewal, and I will 
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be doing this throughout the summer of 2018 in Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy.  I’ll also be 
exploring what it means to be a pastor in an emerging post-Christian America by studying this reality in an 
already post-Christian Europe.  Epiphany will be doing the same through various speakers in winter and spring 
of 2018. I am so thankful for the Church Council for its support of this grant proposal, and to all of you who 
gave input that strengthened it.  I am blessed to be your pastor.  
 
We have challenges ahead, of course, including dealing with the slow decline in attendance that has happed 
over the last couple of years, despite the financial strength of the church.  A team authorized at the November 
2017 will study this issue in the winter and spring of 2018 and will report back soon on possible action steps to 
move us forward towards growth, both spiritually and numerically.   
 
Again, thank you for who you are, and thanks to the God who called me to this place.  
 
Pastor Kevin McLemore 
January 24, 2018 
 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 

 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
January 4, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
A Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
A Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:08 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The December 2016 minutes were approved.     
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities during the past month.  A written 
summary is attached.  Council agreed that going forward, Pastor Kevin’s report does not need to be in the 
weekly list of activities.  Rather, it can focus on thoughts and ideas for ministering the congregation that Pastor 
Kevin has during the month and would like to communicate.   
 
The Council thanks the Gingrich family for the Christmas banners for the sanctuary that John Gingrich painted 
and for which the family provided the materials.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Syrian Family: The Syrian refugee family will be arriving on January 11.  Marnie Schwartz will provide 
updates.  We have a $2,000 grant and two separate $1,000 gifts directed to support the family.  We will 
work with Refugee One on how to best put those gifts to use.   
Lilly Grant:  Pastor Kevin is preparing his budget for the grant, in which he proposes spending a 
sabbatical in 2018.  As part of that project, he would like the congregation to take on a project focusing 
on EUCC’s role in a “post-Christian world” in which people don’t share the same assumptions. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Annual Reports:  Annual Reports are due January 16, 2017.   
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    UCAN Polar Peace March:  Council approved a donation of $300 from the Mission Fund to UCAN  
    to support its Polar Peace March, which supports non-violent initiatives.   

Music:  Philip is reviewing and taking inventory of the materials we have.   
 

FINANCES:  Given the generous end of year giving, which was $5,000 more than estimated, we finished the 
2016 calendar year with a $1,000 surplus.  
The meeting closed at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

+     +     +     + 
 

There was no Council meeting in February 2017. 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
March 8, 2017 

Members (term-year): 
P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
A Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) A Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The January 2017 minutes were previously approved via email.  Council did not 
meet in February.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities during the past month.  The Syrian 
refugee family arrived and moved into their apartment.  That move in went well.  Later this month there will be 
a pizza party to welcome them.  Pastor Kevin asked us to think of ways to respond to the President’s revised 
Muslim ban.   
 
Pastor Kevin that Phillip is settling in well as the interim music director. 
 
May 19 and May 20 will be the photo shoot for the church directory.  Sitting times will be 2-8 p.m. on Friday 
May 19 and 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday May 20. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Pastor Kevin’s Updated Call Agreement:  Jeremy Glenn has updated Pastor Kevin’s call agreement.  A 
motion to accept the Amended Call Agreement was made and approved.  The Agreement will be signed by 
the appropriate council officers. 

Refugee and Immigration Matters:  Although EUCC logistically could not take the role of a sanctuary 
church, Pastor Kevin was given permission to explore options in supporting other sanctuary churches, such 
as Wellington UCC.   

Pastor Kevin Sabbatical:  Pastor Kevin circulated a draft of his application to the Lilly sabbatical program.  
He requested feedback from council.  Also, there is a portion of the application which Council needs to 
prepare with respect to the parallel program EUCC will undertake while Pastor Kevin would be on 
sabbatical.     

NEW BUSINESS: 

Romania Homework Project:  A fundraiser for the Homework project is scheduled for Friday, April 
28, 2017. 
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Kitchen Update:  Douglas Wilson is scheduled to meet with Matt White, a kitchen consultant this 
week. 

Personnel Committee:  The Personnel Committee met with Pastor Kevin to provide the results of 
his evaluation.  The Committee will meet with Aubrey Barnett this Sunday.  An evaluation and 
meeting with Pastor Megan will occur at some point in the future, but is not currently on the calendar.   

FINANCE REPORT:  Cynthia provided the finance report.  She noted that Dianne is handling additional day to 
day matters with respect to the finances.  She would like Council to consider making the financial manager role 
a paid position.  Kevin F. expressed his desire to turn the dormant endowment committee into a functioning 
finance committee.   

The meeting closed at approximately 8:30PM. 
+     +     +     + 

 
Epiphany Church Council Meeting 

April 5, 2017 
Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
A Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) A Maria Jilly (1-1) 
A Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The March 2017 minutes were previously approved via email.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities during the past month, including (1) 
participating in Digital Cathedral, a Lutheran workshop on re-thinking ministry in the digital age; (2) 
preparations for the homework project fundraiser, (3) discussions with Jennifer Ritter of One North Side on 
how ONS can facilitate UCC’s involvement in addressing the public issues that have arisen in the past several 
months; (4) pointing out that confirmation will be held on 5/7 at Ravenswood UCC.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Syrian Family: Pastor Kevin relayed a report on the family as they make their adjustment here.   There is 
a pizza party with the family on April 25.  

Photo Directory:  Pastor Kevin requested assistance in coordinating the sitting for the photo directory to 
be held in May.      

NEW BUSINESS: 

Mission Fund: 

The Homework Project advised that they have received a $2,500 donation offer if EUCC will match that 
amount.  A motion to move $2,500 from the mission fund to the Homework Project was approved. 

A motion was made and approved to make gifts from the Mission Fund as follows: 

Chicago Coalition of Welcoming Churches: $250 

OCWM: $3,000 

UCC Open and Affirming Coalition: $150 

Summerfest:  Summerfest is set for Saturday June 10.  Megan Osberger will assist with organizing, 
but needs assistance.  Pastor Kevin raised the need to reevaluate the approach to Summerfest with 
attendance declining.  One option would be to engage in a theme with the neighborhood, such as 
“Love Your Neighbor.”   
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Yard Care:  The Budget for yard care is $1700, with $900 already spent on snow removal.  Council 
discussed different ways to meet the remaining budgeted amount.   

Common Pantry Request:  Common Pantry has requested expanding client service hours to add 
Thursday from 1-4 p.m.  Council discussed the request, expressing concern of the additional toll 
such usage would take on the building, yet also recognizing involvement with Common Pantry is an 
important part of EUCC.  Council approved the request.  Council also noted that this additional usage 
will need to be considered when re-negotiating the Space Usage Agreement which expires in 
September 2017.  Finally, Council will request from Common Pantry (1) Quarterly figures showing 
the volume of Common Pantry patrons so as to monitor usage of the facilities; and (2) requesting 
cooperation in notifying the neighbors so they are aware of the additional days of usage.   

FINANCE REPORT:  Cynthia provided the finance report.  She reported that Kate has requested someone 
else handle the payroll matters.    

The meeting closed at approximately 9:00 p.m.   
+     +     +     + 

   

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
May 3, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
A Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The April 2017 minutes were previously approved via email.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities during the past month, including a report 
on Holy Week services.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Refugee Care Team: There will be a gathering with our Syrian family on May 16 at Lou Malnati’s in 
Lincolnwood.  Pastor Kevin has learned from Refugee One that the inflow of refugees has essentially 
stopped and Refugee One has forced to lay-off staff.   

Photo Directory:  The photo directory sittings will be May 19 and 20.  Pastor Kevin urges everyone to 
schedule a sitting.    

Romania Homework Project:  The April fundraiser went well, raising approximately $13,000.   

Summerfest:  Summerfest is set for Saturday June 10.  Given attendance trends, we will order one less 
bouncy house.  A Kid Zone with events for children will be held between 3-5 p.m.  Events for adults will be 
held at 5-7 p.m.  In the event the Bradley street construction is not completed by then, we will need to 
consider an alternate plan for Summerfest this year.        

NEW BUSINESS: 

Treasurer Position:  Kate W has asked to resign her position as Treasurer (but not her seat on the 
Council).  Jana W. will do the payroll component of the position.  Cynthia A., has been and will 
continue to cover the other aspects of the position in her role as Finance Manager.   

Music Director:  Philip Seward’s 6 month interim period is ending in June.  He would like to continue 
on a permanent basis.  The feedback from Pastor Kevin, the Choir and EUCC members has been 
positive.  Philip has three requests for the position 
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a. the paid Sundays he is entitled to take off are increased from 4 to 6 Sundays per year;  

b. Every two years EUCC provide $500 in support of his attendance at the UCC denominational 
musician’s meeting; and  

c. He be allowed a 2-month sabbatical every 5 years, beginning in the summer of 2022.   

After discussion, a motion was made to offer Phillip the Music Director position, at the current rate of 
pay, the terms of which will include the three above requests Philip made, with his understanding that 
after he takes a sabbatical, he will agree to complete at least one additional full year of service for 
EUCC.  The motion was approved.     

Webinar:  On Tuesday May 9 there will be a Webinar on preventing arson in houses of worship.  
Pastor Kevin invited all on the Council who are interested to participate.  The meeting closed at 
approximately 9:00 p.m.   

The meeting closed at approximately 8:30 

+     +     +     + 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
June 7, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
P Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of the May 2017 minutes were deferred.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  He reported that 
Philip Seward accepted the offer of employment as the Music Director.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Treasurer Position:  Kate W. has informed us she is able to continue in her role as the Treasurer 
position.  However, she needs to be removed from the Fidelity account.  Jana W. will be a backup for 
Kate if she needs assistance in payroll matters.   

Kevin F. advised that he would like to reformulate the currently existing Endowment Committee into a 
Finance Committee.  Two of the significant purposes of the Finance Committee will be (1) overseeing 
the endowment and (2) formulating the budget.  Cynthia A. will serve as chair, and Kevin F. will also be 
in the Committee in his role as President.  Mike Lohman has agreed to serve on the Committee and 
Keith Schwartz has agreed to serve in an advisory role.  Kevin F. will contact Rob Solem to ask if he 
will be available to serve on the Committee.   

The signatories on the Fidelity account will be Kevin F., Cynthia A. and Mike L (assuming he agrees).  
Kevin F. will work with Cynthia A. to prepare the necessary paperwork to remove Kate W. and Jim 
Holcomb from the Fidelity account and add Kevin F., Cynthia A., and Mike L.     

Refugee Care Team: The adjustment of our Syrian family is moving forward with ups and down in job 
searches.   

NEW BUSINESS: 



- 9 - 

 

Pastor Kevin Vacation:  Pastor Kevin will be taking vacation at the end of June through July.  He 
has arranged for Pastor Megan and Pastor James Eckblad to cover emergency pastoral care issues.                 

Coffee Hour:  The plan of dividing coffee hours alphabetically has not been working out.  Council 
discussed options and will report back.  

St. Paul Camp Request: Refugee One has a summer camp that it requires children of families it has 
placed to attend.  However, this year there are more participants than spots.  St. Paul’s UCC will 
include 30 youth who are fluent in English and have been in the U.S. for 3 years in their camp.  They 
have asked for assistance for this additional cost.  A motion to pay $500 from the Mission Fund was 
approved.   

FINANCES:  Cynthia A provided a report on finances.  Electronic tithing is consistent.  Needs to track pledge 
commitments from Homework project fundraiser.  Past few weeks dip in collections (probably because of low 
attendance).  Needs to evaluate where we stand with respect to income projections.  Will send out July giving 
reminder of amount given this year to date.   

The meeting closed at approximately 8:30 p.m.  

+     +     +     + 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
June 7, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
P Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of the May 2017 minutes were deferred.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  He reported that 
Philip Seward accepted the offer of employment as the Music Director.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Treasurer Position:  Kate W. has informed us she is able to continue in her role as the Treasurer position.  
However, she needs to be removed from the Fidelity account.  Jana W. will be a backup for Kate if she 
needs assistance in payroll matters.   

Kevin F. advised that he would like to reformulate the currently existing Endowment Committee into a 
Finance Committee.  Two of the significant purposes of the Finance Committee will be (1) overseeing 
the endowment and (2) formulating the budget.  Cynthia A. will serve as chair, and Kevin F. will also be 
in the Committee in his role as President.  Mike Lohman has agreed to serve on the Committee and 
Keith Schwartz has agreed to serve in an advisory role.  Kevin F. will contact Rob Solem to ask if he 
will be available to serve on the Committee.   

The signatories on the Fidelity account will be Kevin F., Cynthia A. and Mike L (assuming he agrees).  
Kevin F. will work with Cynthia A. to prepare the necessary paperwork to remove Kate W. and Jim 
Holcomb from the Fidelity account and add Kevin F., Cynthia A., and Mike L.     

Refugee Care Team: The adjustment of our Syrian family is moving forward with ups and down in job 
searches.   

NEW BUSINESS: 
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Pastor Kevin Vacation:  Pastor Kevin will be taking vacation at the end of June through July.  
He has arranged for Pastor Megan and Pastor James Eckblad to cover emergency pastoral care 
issues.                  

Coffee Hour:  The plan of dividing coffee hours alphabetically has not been working out.  Council 
discussed options and will report back.  

St. Paul Camp Request: Refugee One has a summer camp that it requires children of families it 
has placed to attend.  However, this year there are more participants than spots.  St. Paul’s UCC 
will include 30 youth who are fluent in English and have been in the U.S. for 3 years in their 
camp.  They have asked for assistance for this additional cost.  A motion to pay $500 from the 
Mission Fund was approved.   

FINANCES:  Cynthia A provided a report on finances.  Electronic tithing is consistent.  Needs to track pledge 
commitments from Homework project fundraiser.  Past few weeks dip in collections (probably because of low 
attendance).  Needs to evaluate where we stand with respect to income projections.  Will send out July giving 
reminder of amount given this year to date.   

The meeting closed at approximately 8:30 p.m.  

+     +     +     + 
 

There was no Council meeting in July 2017. 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
August 2, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
P Kate Warner (2-2) A Jana Winch (1-1) 
A Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:05 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The May 2017 and June 2017 minutes were approved.  There was no meeting 
held in July.    
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  He has scheduled a 
staff meeting for August 10 to discuss among other items, church growth, visitor follow-up and greeting visitors.  
The upcoming confirmation class will not include any Ravenswood UCC as they have no confirmation age 
youth this year.  Accordingly, it will be necessary for another adult to sit in on the classes. Homecoming is 
scheduled for September 10, 2017, and Council will host the coffee hour to be held outside, weather 
permitting.      
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Kitchen Renovation:  The discussion of the Kitchen Renovation was postponed for the September 
meeting.  If any action is necessary before then, Council will convene a special meeting.   

Finance Committee:  Kevin F. reported that the Finance Committee has been established.  Cynthia A will 
be the chair.  Mike Lohman, Keith Schwartz, and Rob Solem will be the other members of the Committee.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Common Pantry Space Use Agreement:  The Common Pantry space use agreement is nearing its 
termination date.  Council agreed we want to continue our relationship with the Common Pantry and 
desires to enter into a new agreement.  A motion was made to offer Common Pantry a four-year 
term, with the payment for the first two years to remain at $1,250, and the payment for the third and 
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fourth years to be set at $1,500.  The motion was approved.  Jeff E. will communicate that offer to 
the Pantry’s representatives.   

Parsonage Repairs:  The dishwasher and refrigerator in the parsonage need to be replaced.  
Council approved a motion to authorize Pastor Kevin to purchase a new dishwasher and 
refrigerator in an amount approved by the Building Committee.  [Following the Meeting the 
Building Committee approved Pastor Kevin to spend up to $3500.  Pastor Kevin reported that Abt 
Electronics will charge $2,786 for the utilities and installation.]   

Boo and Brew:  Boo and Brew is set for Friday October 20.   

The meeting closed at approximately 8:15 p.m.  

+     +     +     + 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
September 6, 2017 

Members (term-year): 
 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
A Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P* Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
[*] Cynthia A. was present by phone for only the Finance Report.   

The meeting opened at approximately 7:05 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The August 2017 minutes were approved.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  He organized a staff 
meeting in early August and will circulate to the Council a summary of what was discussed.  He informed 
Council he has been asked to join the Governing Council at Advocate Masonic Hospital.       
 
FINANCE REPORT:  Cynthia A. delivered the finance report.  The space use agreement with The Common 
Pantry is expiring at the end of September.  At the August meeting, Council authorized offering the Common 
Pantry a four-year renewal, with the rent for the first two years staying at $1,250/month and the rent for the 
final two years to be $1,500/month.  Cynthia A. expressed concern that Council made this decision without fully 
appreciating the impact the Common Pantry’s occupancy has on EUCC’s facility maintenance needs and utility 
costs.  At a later point in the meeting, a motion was made and approved to authorize Cynthia A. and Jeff. E. to 
revisit with Common Pantry an extension in an amount greater than $1,250/month for the first two years.   
 
[Post Meeting Note:  After the meeting, Cynthia A. reported back that she discussed the matter with the 
Common Pantry.  EUCC and the Common Pantry agreed to a 15-month space use agreement, with a term of 
10/1/17-12/31/18 and with a rent of $1,250/mo.  During 2018, the EUCC Finance Committee will work with the 
Common Pantry to review and analyze the source of rising utility costs and negotiate a longer-term space 
agreement for subsequent years.] 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Kitchen Renovation:  Bill Warner presented an update on kitchen renovation proposals.  This spring, the 
committee made the decision to move the kitchen to the current nursery location.  That will be the most 
efficient place to locate the kitchen so as to satisfy various aspects of the building codes.  The estimate for 
new kitchen equipment was $36,000, but that did not include the costs of a new refrigerator, which could 
run up to $3,000.  Bill informed us that the Kitchen Committee does not believe we need an oven as large 
as our current oven, and if we choose a 6-burner stove and a slightly smaller oven, it lowers the size of the 
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hood that is required.  If a larger oven is selected, it will require a larger hood, increasing the cost.  Bill will 
report back in November.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Homecoming:  Homecoming is Sunday September 10.  Council will host the coffee hours and we 
discussed plans.   

REYG Food Bank Walk:  Pastor Kevin requested $400 from the Mission Fund for the upcoming 
Food Bank Walk.  A motion to approve the request was made and approved.   

Painting of Chancel and Entryway:  We received a bid of $7,800 to paint the chancel and front 
entryway area.  Kevin F. reported that Bill Warner advised this bid was reasonable.  A motion to 
approve this $7,800 expenditure and accept the bid was made and approved. Council agreed to 
defer a decision on the painting of the wall on Damen Avenue, where there is some slight water 
damage, as it would require painting the entire sanctuary.   

Electrical Panel in Sacristy: The electrical panel in the sacristy has gotten worse in the past six 
months.  We received a bid for $995 for this repair work. Council agreed that for safety reasons, it is 
necessary to get this repaired as soon as possible.  A motion to approve this expense and accept the 
bid was made and approved. 

Hurricane Harvey Special Offering:  Council approved via email prior to the meeting a request to 
have a Special Offering on Sunday September 10 for Hurricane Harvey relief.  A motion to match this 
Special Offering, dollar for dollar up to $1,000 from the Mission Fund was made and approved.   

Use of Presbyterian Hymnals:  St. James Presbyterian Church recently closed and we have been 
provided with a number of hymnals from the church.  Philip Seward would like to incorporate the 
hymnal into our worship.  A motion to incorporate the Presbyterian hymnal into our worship, with the 
understanding that the UCC New Century Hymnals will remain our primary hymnal, and the 
Presbyterian hymnals will supplement (but not supersede or replace) the UCC Hymnals, was made 
and approved.   

Gerry Ulrich Departure:  Gerry will be moving to Florida soon, meaning we will have a significant 
need to find a replacement for all the work Gerry did for EUCC.  Miguel [Last name] is a friend of 
Gerry’s who has recently done much of the lawn maintenance and other outdoor work.  Pastor Kevin 
would like to add Miguel to the permanent payroll, and will discuss with the Personnel Committee.   

Sabbatical/Church and Clergy Renewal:  

Church and Clergy Renewal Group:  Part of Pastor Kevin’s sabbatical will include EUCC focusing 
on issues of “What it Means to be a Christian in a Post-Christian World” during Pastor Kevin’s 
absence.  Council authorized Pastor Kevin to assemble a group to begin discussing this topic 
and activities before and during the Sabbatical.   

Distribution of Lilly Grant Funds:  A check from the Lilly Foundation for approximately $47,000 will 
soon be delivered.  Pastor Kevin would like to establish a new EUCC Chase Account to deposit 
funds from Lilly to which he and Cynthia A. have access.  A motion and resolution authorizing 
establishment of a new EUCC Chase account, for which Pastor Kevin and Cynthia Asghar have 
access, with the purpose of depositing and withdrawing funds from the Lilly Foundation 
associated with Pastor Kevin’s Sabbatical was made and approved. 

Pastoral Coverage While on Sabbatical:  It was originally anticipated that Pastor Megan would 
serve as pastor while Pastor Kevin was on Sabbatical.  However, she has recently begun a full-
time chaplaincy position and will be unable to take on the coverage full-time.  Council authorized 
Pastor Kevin to approach Pastor James Eckblad to inquire of his interest in taking on the role of 
pastoral coverage. 

The meeting closed at approximately 9:30 p.m.  

+     +     +     + 
 



- 13 - 

 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
October 4, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

P Chris Weller (2-3) A Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
P Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) P Maria Jilly (1-1) 
P Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:05 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The September 2017 minutes were approved.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  The Sabbatical 
committee is chaired by John Thomas and will begin meeting in late winter/early spring of 2018.  Pastor Kevin 
would like the Council to discuss the points raised at the staff meeting in August. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
There were no items of Old Business on the Agenda. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Annual Meeting:  The annual congregational meeting is set for November 12, 2017 after worship.  Council 
discussed the format of the meeting.   

Yard Work: We are not proceeding with hiring Miguel, and we need to evaluate hiring someone beginning 
in 2018 to do yard work.  In the short-term, members of the REYG group, under Gerry Ulrich’s direction, 
will handle the short term, fall tasks.  

Boo and Brew:  Boo and Brew is set for Friday, October 20.  Kate W. has circulated a sign-up list.   

FINANCE REPORT:  Cynthia A. delivered the finance report.  While the finances are in generally good shape, 
two items of concern are that: (1) due to the departure of the Makom Shalom congregation, we will be losing 
that item of income and (2) there has been a reduction in giving, with much of that reduction coming from 
irregular givers.   
 
A motion was made and approved authorizing the release of the giving-to-date letter to congregants.   
 
A motion was made and approved to conduct a pledge campaign on the Sundays of October 22, October 29, 
and November 5.  The pledge testimonials will be simple and low key, and the pledge cards in the bulletins will 
emphasize the importance of letting us know if there will be any anticipated changes to a member’s giving in 
2018.   
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40 p.m.  

+     +     +     + 
 

Epiphany United Church of Christ 
Minutes Special Congregational Meeting 

October 8, 2017 
 

This special congregational meeting was held following worship on October 8, 2017, opening at 11:40 a.m.  Liz 
Duffrin, EUCC Vice President chaired the meeting.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to obtain the congregation’s approval of a $7,800 expenditure to repair and 
paint the chancel and narthex.  There was water damage in both areas, and the radiator in the narthex needed 
painting as well.  Liz advised the congregation that the expenditure had been submitted and approved by the 
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EUCC Building and Grounds committee.  Jeremy Glenn, a member of the Building Committee explained that a 
leak in the roof caused the water damage that required this repair to the chancel.  As part of the building study 
conducted approximately 5 years ago, the roof repair and tuck pointing was identified as a high priority item and 
those repairs have been completed.  Now, we need to repair the internal damage. 
 
A motion to approve the expenditure of $7,800 for these painting needs was made by Rob Solem and seconded 
by Kathy Engert.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   

+     +     +     + 
 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
November 2, 2017 

Members (term-year): 
 

P Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-2)  
P Kate Warner (2-2) P Jana Winch (1-1) 
P Cynthia Asghar (2-1) A Maria Jilly (1-1) 
A Jenny Zuluaga (2-1) P Jim Golec (1-1) 
P Kevin Fuchs (1-3) P Pastor Kevin 
P Jeff Engert (1-2)   

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:10 p.m.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the October 2017 council meeting and the October 15, 2017 
Special Congregational Meeting were approved.   
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Kevin provided a report of his activities for the past month.  He reported that 
Kathleen Trainor of the Common Pantry will be retiring effective January 31, 2018.  Pastor Kevin will be joining 
a clergy support group comprised of fellow clergy in the area.   

Matt Smucker ministers to Lutheran Life Ministry and Megan Dalby Jones ministers to Advocate Hospital.  
Given that both are EUCC members, it is standard to enter into Four Way Covenants between EUCC, the UCC 
Chicago Metro Association, Matt and Megan, and their respective ministries.  A motion authorizing Pastor 
Kevin to enter into such Four Way Covenants was made and approved.   

OLD BUSINESS: 

Painting:  The painting to the sanctuary and narthex which was approved at the October 15, 2017 special 
congregational meeting, has been completed.   

Common Pantry Agreement:  Cynthia A. reported that the Common Pantry did not have a quorum at the 
October board meeting.  As such, they were unable to approve the revised Space Use Agreement.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

AA Service:  EUCC previously had an annual contract with AA Service for maintenance of the boiler, but 
did not enter into the contract last year.  Pastor Kevin will ask Gerry Ulrich to approach AA Service to 
discuss renewing the agreement.   

LED Bulbs:  Jeff E. reported that the old fluorescent bulbs in the office, Sunshine Room and Fellowship 
Hall are obsolete and cannot be replaced when they burn-out.  The best option is to replace the fixtures 
with LED bulbs, which cost $65 each, and will also require touch-up painting after the bulbs are replaced.  
Jeff E will come back to the next meeting with the estimated costs of the fixture replacements and painting 
costs.     

Annual meeting:  Chris W. and Jenny Z. agreed to serve on the nominating committee for new council 
members.  Chris W. is ending his second three-year team and Kevin F. is ending his first three-year term.   
Kevin F. agrees to serve another three-year term.  Rob Solem expressed interest in joining the Council.  
Chris W. will contact Rob.  Council approved the agenda for the November 12 Annual Meeting.   
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FINANCE REPORT:  Cynthia A. delivered the finance report.  We have a current surplus of $2,767, which 
Council agreed can be applied to a deep cleaning of the sanctuary and office, which his estimated to cost 
$2,000.   

Cynthia presented the proposed draft 2018 annual budget.  As of the Council meeting, $43,000 in pledges 
have come in.  While it is not currently feasible, Cynthia expressed her desire to have the $15,000 annual 
Common Pantry rent to be applied to the building reserve fund given the plethora of projects outlined in the 
building reserve study.  Building accessibility is limited is a concern given the importance of remaining an 
inviting congregation.  All agreed to raise this at the Annual Meeting.  A motion to approve the 2018 annual 
budget to submit to the Annual Meeting was approved.     

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
 +     +     +     + 

 

Epiphany Church Council Meeting 
December 6, 2017 

Members (term-year): 

 A Chris Weller (2-3) P Liz Duffrin (1-3)  
 P Kate Warner (2-3) P Jana Winch (1-2) 
 P Cynthia Asghar (2-2) A Maria Jilly (1-2) 

 P Jenny Zuluaga (2-2) P Jim Golec (1-2) 
 P Kevin Fuchs (2-1) P Pastor Kevin 
 P Jeff Engert (1-3) P Rob Solem (1-1) 

 
The meeting opened at approximately 7:05 PM.  The following items were discussed: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the November 2017 Council Meeting, the October 15, 2017 
Special Congregational Meeting, and the 2017 Annual Meeting were approved via email. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  The Sabbatical planning team will be meeting on 12/17 and will be working on 
guidance for the congregation during Pastor’s Sabbatical. 
 
A deep cleaning was done within the building, except for the offices and Fellowship Hall.  The progress so far 
has been very satisfactory. 
 
Invitations were sent via email and Facebook for the winter retreat in January – the theme being ‘Zen for 
Christianity’.  Pastor Megan will provide coverage during the retreat weekend. 
 
Pastor will be meeting with Megan Osberger about alternatives to the annual Summerfest. It was noted that 
attendance has been steadily dropping, and it seems that we’re being “block-partied out”.  Cynthia suggested 
possibly partnering with Ravenswood UCC.  Please send any other suggestions. 
 
The Sunday School will be performing ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ during Service on 12/10, and the choir will 
be performing a mini concert during Service on 12/17.  With the fourth Sunday of Advent also falling on 
Christmas Eve, we will have three Services on 12/24. 
 
Pastor also noted that weekly attendance at Service has been slowly rising. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Sabbatical Pastoral Coverage: Pastor will be meeting with Michelle Hughes as a candidate to provide 
pastoral care and manage / lead services during the Sabbatical period.  He reported that Michelle is a 
retired UCC minister and former Developer for the Connecticut Conference of the UCC.  It was asked if she 
would be willing to meet with the council as well, and Pastor will bring that question up. 
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Kate Warner Still on Fidelity Accounts: Kate reported that she is still listed on the Fidelity accounts.  
Kate was going to call Mike Lohman about the Fidelity forms, which Cynthia gave to him last fall. Mike must 
complete the forms with his contact information. Then Mike, Cynthia or even Kate can bring the form to 
Fidelity. When they add Mike, they will remove Kate and Jim Holcomb. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Council Office Elections: Kate wants to step down as Treasurer, and we will also need to replace 
Recording Secretary Chris Weller, who is leaving at the end of his term of service.  After discussion, Kevin 
F proposed to move council officer elections to the January meeting. 

Church Handyman: We will need to replace Jerry U as the Handyman for the church.  He is having 
health-related issues catch up to him, and has been doing the job for the church for a long time.  It was 
hoped that Miguel would be able to step in, but he is not in a good place right now.  It was suggested that 
Pastor check with other churches in the area to see what they do for their maintenance needs.  Jeff E 
mentioned that he may have a possible contact. 

Maternity Leave for Aubrey: Aubrey is due to have her twins soon, and will need to take time off to care 
for them.  Jenny reported that the Personnel Committee met, and it was proposed to grant Aubrey 12 
weeks of paid leave, at 10 hours per week.  We would be loosely following FMLA guidelines, but we do not 
have clear policies for either FMLA or Paid Time Off (PTO) yet. The committee is still finalizing the policies, 
but it was felt that we need to do something for Aubrey. Jim motioned to grant the paid leave with Cynthia 
seconding.  The motion passed with no dissention. 

New Meeting Day and Time: With Rob coming into the council, it was requested that we try moving the 
meeting date to a different day of the week – at least for a short experimental time period.  After discussion, 
it was moved that council meetings for the next three months (January / February / March) will move to the 
first Tuesday of those months.  The next council meeting will be on January 9, 2018 at 7:00 PM.  January’s 
meeting is being scheduled to accommodate the Holiday season. 

Membership Growth Plan: The council was tasked during the Annual Meeting to develop a 
congregational / community growth plan.  We have 120 days from the date of the Annual Meeting.  Liz 
suggested running various workshops with the congregation.  Cynthia suggested using the Sabbatical 
period as part of the growth plan.  Pastor suggested conducting a deep survey of the congregation.  It was 
moved that a task force of 4 -5 people would explore the congregational survey over a 4-month period.  
The task force will consist of Pastor, Liz, Rob and 3 more people from the congregation. 

FINANCE REPORT:   

Cynthia reported that our Fidelity accounts improved overall during 2017 by approximately $70,000.  All the 
targeted giving accounts are well-funded, except for the Music fund.  We started with approximately $1,700 this 
year, and the fund is projected to be about $800 short in 2018.  Overall, the church’s finances are in good 
shape. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 PM. 

 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 

 
 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH WRITE UP REFLECTION 
 

Children’s Time and Sunday School 
- Engagement during children’s time  

- Increased sense of ownership and identity  

- Improved practice engaging in the practice of prayer  

- Sunday School project  
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- More photos and videos- need to get clearer permissions on where to post these things and if it 

is OK to put on our church’s Facebook group for people to see.  

- More visible projects in the shared spaces inside and outside. 

- More consistently deeper and personal conversations about God and who God is calling each of 

them to be.  

Areas of Improvement  
- Children's’ moment: More variety in structure, including more songs, storytelling, and physical 

engagement  

- Sunday School: Maintaining of physical space and increased variety of products that kids are invested 

in working on 

Suggestion for 2018 
- A children’s sermon in the spring 

-  I would like to take the next 10-12 weeks to help the children understand the structure of our 

service and then plan their own, and execute the full service including communion. We would 

have them lead songs, act out scripture, and have a few kids who want to write and share 

messages on the theme. Thinking April 8th, April 15th, or April 22nd  

 
REYG 

- Challenging to understand how to move forward 

- Kevin, Jason and I have had lots of ongoing conversation about how to manage the true interest in 

having a program with the reality that most families have too many other commitments resulting in 

continually poor attendance.  

- Everyone agrees we want to move towards community service, activism, and social justice 

conversations. Finding something the REYGers can really be a part of would be nice, again not sure on 

how to execute.  

 
OWL 

- Extremely successful: consistent attendance, meaningful conversation, and kids have asked about 

when it will run again because they have friends who were interested!  

- When will we have enough of a group to run it again realistically?  

- What age group was best suited? 7th-12th was too wide of a spread, even though it gave a nice size 

group. 6th-8th for our population should be more focused on facts or biology and just learning sex ed 

which is not offered to them- schools DON’T teach this stuff. 9th-12th needs that AND they need more 

extended conversations about relationship management and health.   

 
Aubrey Barnett 
January 26, 2018 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 
 

BUILDING & FACILITIES 
2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
2017  
CAPITAL PROJECTS: (Based on the Building Reserve Study) 

1. Church Building: Refurbish Damen Avenue Door & Hardware (Paid by Common Pantry) 

2. Replaced Pantry Storage Room with (4) energy efficient LED ceiling light fixtures 
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3. Church Building: Energy Efficiency Upgrade: Light Fixtures & Bulb Replacement with LED type. (In 

Progress) 

4. Parsonage: Patched Broken Concrete Front Walkway at Courtyard Area 

5. Parsonage Building: Replacement Kitchen Appliances and Flooring 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR: (General Church Repair and Upkeep) 
1. Church and Parsonage Professionally Clean Gutters 

2. Church and Parsonage Annual Boiler and Furnace Preventative Maintenance Cleaning/Inspection (In 

the Works) 

3. Church: Chancel and Narthex Painting 

4. Church: Replace/Repair Electrical Sub-Panel Faulty Circuit Breakers (East Stair Hallway) 

5. Parsonage: Repair Overhead Garage Door Hardware 

2018 
CAPITAL PROJECTS PROPOSED: (Based on the Building Reserve Study) 

1. Church Building: Repair and Refurbish Front Door & Hardware (Bradley & Courtyard side). 

2. Church Building: Patch and Repair Roof Leak(s) and Masonry Tuckpointing (Damen side) (Received 1 

Bid – Lindholm Roofing $4,450) 

3. Church Building: Energy Efficiency Upgrade: Light Fixtures & Bulb Replacement with LED type. (On 

Going) 

4. Parsonage Building: Replace and Rebuild existing wood and masonry front porch and roof structure (In 

2013 received (2) bids for approximately $10,000 and $12,000). 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR PROPOSED: (General Church Repair and Upkeep) 
1. Church: Patch, Repair, & Paint ‘Sunshine Room’ Ceiling (Received Bid – Dido Painting $1,300) 

2. Church: Patch, Repair, & Paint ‘Sanctuary’ water damaged (4) walls & ceiling (Received Bid - Dido 

Painting $6,200) 

3. Church: Repair ‘Fellowship Hall’ Broken Window(s) Glass (Have Glass Samples) 

Respectfully Submitted by Bill Warner and Gerry Ullrich 
 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 
 

ROMANIA HOMEWORK PROJECT – FALL 2017 UPDATE  
 
The ninth year of Epiphany's Homework Project got off to a strong start. In September, Cheryl Ferguson visited 
the project in Cefa, Romania for a week on Epiphany's behalf. Cheryl is a former Epiphany choir member, 
friend of Epiphany, and long-time supporter of the project.   
 

Cheryl reported that 30 to 40 children attended the Homework Project each day after school in the village's 
community center. Most are between 6 and 12 years old. Cheryl said that the project not only provides 
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homework help but attention from caring adults, which matters especially to those kids who don't get much 
affection or attention at home.   
 

The teacher this year is Violeta Bodog, who returned after taking a year off last year. She is sometimes 
assisted by her husband Serge or an American student who is volunteering this year in the village. Violeta was 
also happy to have Cheryl's assistance for the week she was there.   
 

Our money funds a stipend for Violeta, a daily snack, and paper and craft supplies. Violeta finds that craft 
projects motivate more students to attend and keep them busy while she works on homework with others.    
 

The community center where the Homework Project is held is maintained by people working for the ministry of 
Pastor Alex Stroie, our contact in Romania. During the day, the center supports a private preschool and 
kindergarten, which is funded by a church in Michigan. In the past, the Homework Project mainly used the 
lunchroom, but since attendance has increased, they now have the use of a classroom, as well. We asked 
Cheryl about the Homework Project's additional needs, and she mentioned that the playground equipment is 
old and not really usable. There is a large fenced yard where the children play games, but nothing to play on.  
 

It can be difficult to take regular attendance, with only one tutor and the kids coming and going informally.  But 
we got lots of pictures from Violeta and Cheryl of the children attending the first week, and will get reports and 
pictures this year from Violeta periodically. Due to privacy concerns we won't post any online, but we will share 
some of these with the congregation via bulletin inserts. Attached is a picture of some of the kids in front of the 
center, with Violeta on the left and Cheryl on the right. 
 

We appreciate the support of Epiphany for this ministry and for the children of Cefa throughout the years. 
 

Laurie Gingrich 
on behalf of the Romania Education Mission Committee 

 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 

 

MUSIC AT EPIPHANY UCC 
 

2017 has been a year of change for music at Epiphany. I joined all of you on Sunday, January 22, for an 
interim period and I have to say how much I have enjoyed my time with everyone on the staff, in the choir and 
congregation throughout the past several months. As a result, after some conversation I came on board 
permanently late in the spring. 
 

After some time getting organized over the summer, I was able to integrate the library of choral music at 
Epiphany with choral music from St. James Presbyterian. We have one additional church library to explore as 
we augment our collection of choral music. At the same time, St. James donated hymnals to Epiphany for our 
use as an additional resource in worship.  
 

In the fall, we marked the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with special music both on 
organ and in the choir — including hymn arrangements as well as anthems.  
 

I look forward to making music together with all of you in the upcoming year as we celebrate Advent and 
Christmas and move into 2018.  
 

Philip Seward, Music Director 
 

 
+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 

 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
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From: Jeremy Glenn (jglenn@cozen.com), Jenny Zuluaga (jennyzuluaga11@gmail.com), Marnie Schwartz 
(marnie.s.schwartz@gmail.com), Dave Cunat (dmq127@sbcglobal.net)  
 

Date: February 1, 2018 
 

Re: Annual Report of the Personnel Committee 
 

In 2017 the Personnel Committee carried out the roles that were envisioned with the committee was formed.  
The Personnel Committee played a role in the performance evaluations and feedback for Epiphany’s 
dedicated paid staff.  Epiphany is blessed to have the continuing services of Office Manager Dianne 
Witkowski, whose presence in the office during the week provides invaluable support for Pastor Kevin J. 
McLemore, Associate Pastor Megan Dalby-Jones, Aubrey Barnett, Youth & Children Minister, and the Music 
Director Philip Seward. Barbara Rodgers supervises the Childcare Nursery for our youngest guests. In 
addition, the enormous volunteer heart of Gerald Ullrich continues to gift Epiphany with his hands and 
mechanically inclined talents in tender care of the Church’s day to day maintenance and repair needs and 
Linda Burnett ensures we have a clean and neat house of worship. 
 

All of these individuals deserve the heartfelt thanks of the congregation for their service during the past year. 
As a committee conducting annual reviews and providing feedback, we are grateful for the stability of the 
Church staff and the ever-present willingness to go above and beyond the call of duty to serve Epiphany and 
its members. Truly, for each person, they deliver a ministry of faith and service through their collective efforts.  
 

In 2017, at the direction of Council, the Committee reviewed Epiphany’s commitment to and compliance with 
family leave and paid time off practices and policies for staff. The Personnel Committee annually offers a 
training seminar for Sunday School teachers and volunteers on the safeguards of Epiphany’s Safe Church 
Policy.  The Policy and training are designed to ensure that all individuals involved in the Sunday School 
and/or youth ministry programs act consistent with the Policy and in a manner reflective of God‘s work 
through Epiphany.   

 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 
 

REFUGEE FAMILY SPONSORSHIP 
 
It was with great joy that we were able to support a Syrian refugee family in partnership with RefugeeOne last 
year. The Kdeimati family arrived last February and we were at O’Hare to greet them upon arrival. Through 
donations we were able to furnish a two-bedroom apartment in Skokie for them.  The funds we raised, 
approximately $6,000, were used to set-up their home and cover rent expenses for approximately 4 months.  
 

RefugeeOne provided our team with training and guidance. We then regularly conducted wellness checks, 
tutored them in English and scheduled social visits throughout the spring and into the early summer.  
 

In August, we were very excited to hear that the Kdeimati’s had secured jobs and moved to Woodbridge – all 
on their own! They even obtained a car and driver’s licenses.  Both boys are in school now – 5th and 9th grades 
They have found a strong community in the western suburbs. They graciously hosted a traditional Syrian meal 
for many on the Refugee Care Team in the fall.  
 

Many thanks to those who welcomed the family, made donations, regularly visited the family, ran errands and 
cleaned house.  It involved so many from the church and community. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Marnie Schwartz 
 

 
+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
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WELCOME MEAL 
 

The Welcome Meal continues to provide a healthy meal every week.  Many of our clients tell me that they feel 
like family.  They appreciate the opportunity to get to know people.  
 

We have noticed a decline in our numbers again this year.  I understand that the afternoon program, which is 
run by the Pantry, has also experience this.   
 

We look forward to the new kitchen especially the dishwasher, stove and warming ovens!  To say the least I 
can hardly wait!    
 

It will be so nice: 
 not worrying about keeping the food the proper temperature for serving 
 not worrying about turning on and off the gas to the stove as we don't have pilot lights.   
 to use the automatic fill on the coffee pot 
 not carrying water out to the pre-wash station. 

We are looking for:  
 Contractors to bid on the kitchen project - must have commercial kitchen experience 
 A host to provide Milk and desert for the 5th Wednesdays of the month so about 4 times a year. 
 One or two musician who could come a few times a year 
 volunteers 

A big shout out to our hosts:  
 

Marnie Schwartz, Carol Jones and Beverly Zbinden.  Our musicians Susan Estes and Marty Cohen.  Our 
faithful crew Jeffry, Pastor, Jim, Penny and Trudy.  
 

We have been blessed with volunteers from Ravenswood Baptist Church as well as Wellington Ave. UCC.  
 

If you have students that need service hours this is a great opportunity. 
 

Submitted by Kathy Engert 
 
 

 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
 
 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
 

 
Founded May 3, 1932                                                                                                                    Membership 13 
President/Treasurer Sue Klosa                                                                               Vice President Audrey Dieball 

Secretary/Treasurer Audrey Maznaritz 
 

 
The Women’s Guild meets once a month from March through December at 12:00.  We meet on the first 

Friday in the Fellowship Hall. However, sometimes this changes, to accommodate our members.  Dates and 
times are posted in the Sunday bulletin.  We enjoy lunch with a prayer before the meeting.  Then we start our 
meeting with a short devotional read by one of our members.  Then we end the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

We lost a loving and longtime member and friend of Epiphany: Betty Dieball. She sang in the choir for 
many years.  Also a member of the Women’s Guild, always with a cheerful smile, telling jokes and keeping us 
laughing. She will be truly missed.  A donation from the Guild was given to Epiphany in memory of Betty 
Dieball, Betty’s son Craig and William Klosa. We do that for all our members and their families.  
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Again we participated in the Summerfest.  We sponsored the ice cream cones and sundaes with all the 
trimmings.  All the proceeds we made go to the church. 

 

This year’s “Basket Raffle” was a huge success, the best ever!  We made a total of $920. We donated 
$500 to the church. Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets, to make this such a successful event! 

 

Please consider joining the Women’s Guild and bring your children – they’re always welcome. 
 

If you have any questions, please call President Sue Klosa – 773-472-7910 – or speak to one of our 
members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Klosa, President 
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MILESTONES 
2017 

 

Births 
 

Tinsley Truth Barnett & Bailey Bliss Barnett     November 28, 2017 

Daughters of Aubrey and Rickey Barnett 

 

Baptisms 
 

BARNETT Bailey Bliss Barnett 

December 24, 2017 Born November 28, 2017 in Chicago 

 Parents:  Aubrey and Rickey Barnett 

 Grandparents:  David Cunat and Maryann Barnett 

BARNETT Tinsley Truth Barnett 

December 24, 2017 Born November 28, 2017 in Chicago 

 Parents:  Aubrey and Rickey Barnett 

 Grandparents: David and Mary Beth Cunat; Maryann and Rick Barnett Sr. 

 Godmother: Michelle High 

 

Deaths 
 

William Klosa     May 2, 1937 – April 13, 2017 
 

Erwin Engert     June 3, 1950 – June 1, 2017 
 

Craig Dieball     April 8, 1952  - June 5, 2017 
 

Betty Dieball     February 24, 1926 – September 9, 2017 
 

Elliott Collazo   -- November 2017 
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Dedication to God 
 

DENEWETH Myra Jean Osberger Deneweth 

March 19, 2017 Born August 26, 2016 

 Chicago Illinois 

 Parents: Megan Osberger & Ben Deneweth 

 Grandparents: Mary Jean & Dan Osberger, Mary & Ron Deneweth, and 

her aunt Anne Osberger  
 

ROMASANTA Aiden Joseph Layo Romasanta 

January 29, 2017 Born June 28, 2016 

 Chicago Illinois 

 Parents: Ramon Romasanta and Emily Yoder Romasanta  

 Godparents: Ron Romasanta and Kate Nelson 

 

Confirmations 
 

  May 7, 2017 

Balderson, Mason   Coulter, Lucy (Ravenswood UCC) 

Blustain, Renata   Oeste, Meghan (Ravenswood UCC) 

Glenn, Allison 

Glenn, Lydia 

Groth, Curtis 

Hartman, Aidan 

Jolas, Ruby 

Zuluaga, Ana Sofia 

 

Membership Transfers 

 
Andrew & Elena Moeller-Younger – to First Presbyterian Church , Flint Michigan 

 

 
+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     + 
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Epiphany 

United Church of Christ 
 

2008 West Bradley Place 
 

773.281.4144 
 

www.ourepiphany.org 
 

Kevin J. McLemore, Pastor 
pastorkevin@ourepiphany.org 

Cell:  773.717.0029 
 

Megan Dalby-Jones, Associate Pastor 
pastormegan@ourepiphany.org 

 

Aubrey Barnett, Children & Youth Ministry 
Aubrey@ourepiphany.org 

 

Philip Seward, Music Director 
philip@philipseward.com 

 

Dianne Witkowski, Office Manager 
diannew@epiphany-ucc.org 

 
Office hours:  T-W-Th 10-2pm 

Friday 10-12 pm 
 


